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The United States portion of the Williston Basin is currently producing more crude oil than it has pipeline capacity 

to transport. The North Dakota Pipeline Authority funded a study to determine whether the construction of a 

pipeline connecting to TransCanada‟s Keystone pipelines was feasible. The study, due for completion in mid-April 

2009, covers many topics including route options, quality issues, economic analysis, and a project timeline. The 

information gathered by the study will be distributed to industry at the conclusion of the study. If the findings 

indicate such a project is feasible, it is the Pipeline Authority‟s goal to use the information to encourage private 

companies to move forward with construction. The presentation at the 2009 Williston Basin Petroleum Conference 

will also highlight additional pipeline projects that are helping to alleviate the current export constraints.  
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